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NEAV ENGLAND 
SOUTHERN 
MIDDLE 

Massachusetts 
14,037 
Virginia 
18/731 
New York 
4.116 
Plymouth 
1.566 
Maryland 
4,504 
Delaware 
185 
Connecticut 
4.139 




New Hampshire 
1.305 




Maine 
1,000 




Rhode Island 
785 




Totals 
22.832 

23,235 

4,301 
Of this total 1,600 are estimated to be Negroes., distributed with approximately 400 in
New England. 500 in New York, 400 in Virginia, and 300 in Maryland. Inasmuch as
the vast majority of the 4,300 people in the Middle colonies were not English (Dutch,
Swedish. French), this means that approximately 44,000 out of a total 50,000 were
English, divided almost evenly between the colonies of New England and the Chesa-
peake region.
The outward trek from England began slowly in the first decade of the seven-
teenth century with the forming of the London Company to stimulate colonization of
Virginia, but the going was very slow until the accumulating social ferment began to
boil over in the late 1620s. Everything seemed to be wrong at home—depression,
epidemics, crop failures, royal attacks upon Parliament, and Archbishop Laud's re-
ligious persecution of the Puritans. In contrast, the glowing reports of new lands and
new hopes began to sound better and better. Coupled with these, a notable company
of Puritan leaders began to add a deeply felt religious drive to all the others; here was
man's best hope to establish the Lord's society upon earth.
The chief motive for the Puritans was far less focused upon lucrative trade than
it was for those who were attracted to the Caribbean islands or to the Chesapeake
plantations. They were apparently devoid of the desire for military conquest that
prompted the Spanish in Central and South America. This fact produced a remarkable
difference that eventually had fundamental significance for education. Bridenbaugh
puts it this way:
The exodus of the English Puritans to New England, 1629-42, was, and
still is, unique in the annals of migration.. . .
The most striking fact about this remarkable movement is that, once it got
under way, by dint of able leadership, it quickly generated a dynamic momen-
tum of its own. Here was no artificially stimulated, haphazard outpouring of
individual Englishmen to serve mercantile ends. The massive religious concern of
the English people, and of the Puritans in particular, impelled these emigrants to
abandon England to save their souls; only secondarily did economic or social
considerations figure in their decisions. A majority of the rank and file, as well as
The leaders, believed firmly that they had discovered the Northwest Passage to
Utopia where they could be "merry in the Lord" and eventually attain everlast-
ing salvation.28
2S BrideTibnugh, op. cit., pp. 434-435.

